
M any Mānoa residents are aware of the 
proposed Mānoa Banyan Court project by 
the non-profit Lin Yee Chung Association 

(LYCA), which owns and operates Mānoa Chinese 
Cemetery. It calls for 288 units of affordable rental 
senior housing on eight acres of preservation-zoned 
land along East Mānoa Road near the cemetery. 
LYCA has stated it needs additional sources of fund-
ing to allow it to continue to operate.

The proposal has already created much fervent  
discussion among the Mānoa community, both pro 
and con, including many concerns and questions,  
at three Mānoa Neighborhood Board meetings.  
Various stakeholders have agreed to an in-person 
Mānoa Town Hall meeting on Saturday, April 30, 
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the old gymnasium in 
Mānoa Valley District Park. The event has been 
organized by Mānoa Outdoor Circle, Mālama Mānoa, 
and City Councilmember Calvin Say. 

All Mānoa residents are urged to attend this  
important public meeting.

On March 4, LYCA submitted a Draft Environmental 
Assessment (EA) to the Department of Planning and 
Permitting (DPP) with a request for a determination 
of a “finding of no significant impact” for the elderly 
housing units, a community garden and a commu-
nity center. 

DPP’s response letter of March 28, states it has  
determined that the “Draft EA is incomplete and that 
additional information is required…to enable DPP to 
determine whether the Draft EA may be published, and 
to allow for meaningful public review of the document.”

The detailed response letter continues with eight 
points needing further analyses, including impacts to 
neighborhood character, visual impacts, flooding and 
stormwater management and drainage, impervious 
surface area concerns, noise and traffic impacts, and 
complete age and income requirements. The letter also 
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suggests LYCA consider separate alternatives to fund-
raising which comply with the current zoning. 

The four-page DPP letter concludes with, “The as-
sessment may be resubmitted when it is complete. If 
the additional analysis reveals potential significant 
impacts, the document should be resubmitted as an 
environmental impact statement preparation notice.”

Although many of the stated areas in the DPP response 
are technical in nature, residents are encouraged to 
attend the Town Hall meeting and express their specific 
concerns about the project.   
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Mālama Mānoa, 30 Years Young.  
It’s hard to believe it’s been thirty years since 
we began this journey together! What started 
as a few people who shared the tremendous 
good fortune to live here in Mānoa Valley — 
drawn together by our aloha for the beauty, 
history and culture of Mānoa — has grown 
into something much larger. It’s been said that 
good fortune begets enormous responsibility, 
and we welcome that kuleana with joy and 
commitment.

Our Mānoa Stakeholders ‘Confabulous’ in 2021 successfully connected 
dozens of diverse entities in the Valley. We continue to participate in 
caring for the heiau at Kamānele Park, work at cleaning up Mānoa 
Stream on a regular basis, distribute educational grants to worthwhile 
projects in the Valley, and are very much looking forward to hosting our 
ever-popular Kūpuna Luncheon this October. 

As the issues that will confront us in 2022 unfold, we would like to wish 
you “Kung Hee Fat Choy” in this Year of the Tiger. In Chinese astrology, 
Tigers are known to be courageous, with a sense of justice and a passion 
to help others for the greater good.  

We welcome your mana‘o on such matters as the state-wide 
Reapportionment based on the 10-year census, and the City & County’s 
Zoning & Planning Committee’s Bill 41 as it relates to short-term rentals 
in our residential neighborhoods. UH Mānoa has also requested our 
input with University of Hawai‘i’s Long-Range Plan. This is the time to 
speak up and be heard as we continue to shape our Valley’s future for 
the greater good — go Tigers! Your comments, suggestions for action, 
and/or other input can be sent to: malamamanoa12@gmail.com.  

We have been in productive communication with Senator Brian Schatz 
and other government officials regarding the ongoing public health crisis 
resulting from leaking fuel storage tanks polluting our precious drink-
ing water aquifer under Red Hill.  Mālama Mānoa is looking forward to 
helping our community learn more about the Lin Yee Chun Association’s 
proposed senior housing project adjacent to the Chinese Cemetery. 

Additionally, the state Department of Land and Natural Resources is 
reviewing the Statewide Historic Preservation Plan for 2022-2027. This 
strategic plan is intended to formulate goals for historic preservation 
in the state, and inform the activities of the State Historic Preservation 
Division.

Protecting the cherished places that make our community unique is 
what guides us daily.  Here’s to another 30 years!

With gratitude and my warmest aloha, 

Linda 

Linda Legrande

MISSING NEWSLETTERS
Are you one of those folks who never 
throws anything away? That could be 
a good thing for Mālama Mānoa! While 
updating our files, we discovered we 
are missing paper copies of the follow-
ing issues: Spring 2003, Fall 2005,  
Fall 2009 and Spring 2013. If you have 
any of these editions at home, we 
would love to hear from you!   
malamamanoa12@gmail.com   

Mānoa Stream Cleanup October 23, 2021
Mālama Mānoa board member Kimie 
Hirabayashi and her son, Colin Sato, 
volunteer on National Make a  
Difference Day.
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O‘ahu Neighborhood board presidents, members of the news media, and concerned citizens from 
around O‘ahu, including former Governor Neil Abercrombie (center right), rally at the Hawai‘i State 
Capitol December 23, 2021 to support equitable reapportionment.

Mānoa Community Active in Correcting Reapportionment Injustice
by Bill Hicks

roper apportionment 
of our population 
into representative 

districts is one of the cor-
nerstone foundations of our 
democracy.  Our Hawai‘i 
Constitution enumerates 
how apportionment shall 
occur every 10 years, using 
a bipartisan Reapportion-
ment Commission following 
sensible guidelines. Im-
proper apportionment for 
specific political purposes 
can result in gerrymander-
ing, polarization, and the 
silencing of certain voices.

The Commission’s original 
O‘ahu House plan, released 
to the public in October 
2021, had significant 
deficiencies, which included splitting Mānoa Valley’s 
House district and wrapping the Kailua-Waimanalo 
House district around Makapu’u Point, the traditional 
boundary between East Honolulu and Windward O‘ahu 
districts, all the way to Portlock. By placing much of 
Hawai‘i Kai’s population into a Windward district, 
the Commission’s plan pushed East Honolulu district 
boundaries much further west than would otherwise be 
necessary, splitting Hawai‘i Kai, splitting Mānoa Valley, 
and dividing the current Diamond Head area district into 
four different districts, much to numerous residents’ 
dismay.

A few concerned citizens constructed alternative plans, 
which proved these changes were unnecessary. Many 
Mānoa Valley residents joined Kailua, Waimanalo and 
Hawai‘i Kai residents in providing testimony to the Com-
mission hundreds of times between October and January 
that not only rejected the Commission’s proposal, but 
also showed the Commission a better way.

The Mānoa Neighborhood Board joined with 10 other 
Neighborhood Boards, altogether representing 300,000 
O‘ahu residents, in passing resolutions rejecting the 
Commission’s proposal.

In late December and early January, the Commission 
made two significant revisions which eventually restored 
Mānoa Valley as one House district, kept the Diamond 
Head area intact, and retained Makapu’u Point as the 

boundary between East Honolulu and Windward O‘ahu 
districts.

However, the Commission did not honor the Hawai‘i  
Constitutional requirement that, “Where practicable,  
representative districts shall be wholly included within 
senatorial districts”. In fact, 35 of 51 House districts were 
not wholly included within one Senate district, even 
though it was entirely practicable to comply in all 51 
districts. This failure has a real bearing on the quality and 
effectiveness of our representation!  

If every House District is fully contained within one Sen-
ate District, then all elected officials would share a better 
understanding of community needs for schools, roads and 
other infrastructure, as well as enabling them to be more 
effective at representing each individual District’s unique 
needs. A lawsuit was settled seeking to correct this prob-
lem with the Hawai‘i Supreme Court, with Mānoa Valley 
residents again being at the forefront of this challenge to 
preserve our democracy. 

@malamamanoa
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A cross from Longs there was a place we called Girls' 
Pond where we swung from big ropes tied to the 
trees, swam in the river, and made campfires on the 

river bank. That’s where the faculty housing is now.  
— George Arizumi

Everybody knew everybody. It was very safe. Most of the 
people in our area were Japanese, but there were Caucasians, 
Portuguese and Chinese. It was a nice mix and we played with 
everybody. We did a lot of outdoor things because we had to. 
We weren’t rich, you know. Our neighborhood wasn’t rich. We 
had to make games with what little we had. We didn’t think 
we were missing anything because that was the way life was. 
We would go out in the yard, dig holes in the ground, and 
shoot marbles. — Lana Mito

Every month, a group of community mem-
bers get together to talk story and work 
together on the Mānoa Heritage Center’s 
Japanese in Mānoa Heritage Project. Our 
group is collecting and compiling varied 
resources that preserve the cultural heritage 
of Japanese people in Mānoa Valley. 

We’ve organized to develop a timeline of 
the Japanese people in the valley from early 
1900 – 2000, and would like to integrate 
major national and local events to provide 
historical context for this important im-
migrant group. We are creating a schematic 

“Japanese in Mānoa Heritage Project” Takes Shape at the 
Mānoa Heritage Center
by Jessica Welch

Enthusiastic members of the Japanese in Ma-noa Heritage Project gather to ensure the invaluable contributions and history of Japanese 
people in Ma-noa are not forgotten.

map highlighting Japanese businesses in Mānoa Valley 
over time, and developing a list of former/current resi-
dents who would be willing to share their experiences 
of living in the valley.

Our group is also compiling a history of other Jap-
anese-led institutions, housing projects, schools, 
churches/temples, farm cooperatives, and cultural 
organizations here in Mānoa. We plan to disseminate 
our project via Mānoa Heritage Center’s website.

If you would like to be a part of this group, or you’re 
acquainted with individuals who would be interested 
in being interviewed, please contact Jessica Welch at 
jessica@manoaheritagecenter.org or 808-988-1287.
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P
Celebrating Mānoa’s Rich History
by Lowell Angell

art of the charm of living in Mānoa is its rich  
history. To celebrate our history and National 
Historic Preservation Month in May, we’re 

recognizing the two oldest cultural organizations in the 
valley, along with the latest Mānoa residences added to 
the State Historic Register. 

The Mānoa Chinese Cemetery, also known as Lin Yee 
Chung Cemetery, was founded 170 years ago in March 
1852, and is the oldest and largest Chinese cemetery in 
the islands. Its 10.75 acre site holds about 10,000 buri-
als. Lin Yee Chung was founded as the first Chinese soci-
ety in the Kingdom of Hawai‘i by a group of immigrants 
who were mostly contract laborers. 

They hired a practitioner skilled in the art of Feng Shui, 
Lum Ching, to find a suitable site on O‘ahu for a cem-
etery. The hillside location he discovered in Mānoa, 
surrounded by the mountains and with a view of the 
ocean, was considered to be an “extraordinary spot.” The 
cemetery also includes a “bone house” and a community 
center, and continues to this day to practice Chinese  
cultural burial traditions during Ching Ming season.  
It was placed on the State Historic Register in 1997.  

For more information: https://www.manoachinesecem-
etery.org/ 

Mānoa Japanese Language School was founded with 
12 students in 1910, which was the 25th anniversary 
of Japanese immigration to Hawai‘i. In 1929, the East 
Mānoa Road property was purchased, and a pine tree 
planted with seeds from Japan. That tree still flourishes 
today. During World War II, the school was closed and 
the property leased to the civil defense office and the fire 
department. Five trustees were appointed to look after the 
school’s assets and they tenaciously protected them. The 
school reopened in 1948 with 250 students. In 1955, the 
familiar historic wooden building next to the road, part 
of old Mānoa School, was purchased and moved to the 
property. A new classroom building was built in 1962. The 
school continues its mission of educating younger genera-
tions in the language and culture of Japan. For more infor-
mation: https://manoajapaneselanguageschool.org/ 

The Chinese Cemetery and Japanese Language School 
each contribute to Mānoa’s cultural heritage and  
diversity and are important parts of Mānoa’s history,  
and we celebrate them.

Interested in Placing Your House on the Historic Register?
There are approximately 150 residences in Mānoa on the 
Hawai‘i  Historic Register — more than any other area on 
O‘ahu — and most of these properties are enjoying  
the tax benefit of being listed.

If you’d like to know more about the require-
ments, procedures and benefits of placing your 
house on the Register, Historic Hawai‘i Founda-
tion produced an excellent booklet, A Guide for 
Nominating Residences to the Hawai‘i Register  
of Historic Places, that covers it all. You can  
access and download the booklet from their  
website using this link: 
https://historichawaii.org/resource-center-2/
register-guide/ 

If you are interested but don’t want to attempt 
undertaking the process yourself, there are 
qualified and experienced individuals who  
can do the necessary research and complete  
the nomination form for a reasonable fee.  

Contact Mālama Mānoa advisor Lowell Angell  
<angell@hawaii.edu> for more information and 
referrals.
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Synergy Sparked by Confabulous Success
by Vanessa Distajo

unday, December 5th, 2021, was the first ever 
“Confabulous Summit” for Mānoa Stakeholder 
organizations. Originally planned as an in-person 

event, it pivoted to virtual due to pandemic concerns. 
Mālama Mānoa partnered with community members 
Peter Adler, Dylan Armstrong, Enoch Brownell, Ann 
Kobayashi, Mamie Lawrence Gallagher, Jacky Mee-
Lee, and Dr. Dan Milz, UH Mānoa Department of Urban 
and Regional Planning Professor, to facilitate the 
virtual conference via Zoom. Participants included 43 
representatives from nearly two dozen different nonprofit 
Mānoa Stakeholder organizations.
 

Confabulous Summit Participants in the Zoom meeting

To show our gratitude for their amazing work, Ma-lama Ma-noa 
treated Dr. Milz and his graduate students to breakfast on Sunday, 
November 21st, at Waioli Kitchen & Bake Shop. 

Twenty-one graduate students from Dr. Milz’s PACE/Plan 
668 course, entitled Facilitation: Facilitating Community 
and Organizational Change, worked on a semester-long 
project with leaders from Mālama Mānoa (Helen Nakano, 
Vanessa Distajo, Veneeta Acson and Mark Tom). Dr. Milz 
facilitated coordination with Dr. Suwan Shen, whose 
DURP undergraduate students also completed a service 
learning project by analyzing the data from the Mānoa 
Community Needs Survey.
 

Dr. Milz and his brilliant UH DURP students devised and 
facilitated an excellent agenda with innovative ideas for 
the virtual summit to help stakeholders in Mānoa become 
better acquainted with one another. The two-hour virtual 
conference included round robin discussions, scavenger 
hunts, social network mapping, and stream boards of 
problems and proposed solutions. Mānoa Stakeholder 
organizations shared individual mission statements, 
needs and wants, and outlined the types of community 
service projects on which they would like to collaborate. 
It was basically like a fun version of “Organizational 
Speed Dating.” 
 
Helen Nakano, Mālama Mānoa founder and Confabulous 
Chairperson, beamed with pride at the synergy the event 
sparked, remarking, “It’s better to work together than by 
ourselves.”

Two of the seven Ma-noa residences recently added to the Hawai‘i Register of Historic Places. John A. & Jean L. Johnson Bungalow –  
2209 McKinley Street (left) and a Craftsman/Bungalow style cottage at 2740 O‘ahu Avenue (right).



O

MALAMA MANOA NEWSLETTER – SPRING / SUMMER 2022   7

JJ's Rescue
by Thalya DeMott

n a briskly windy day, while visiting  
a friend, they showed me a shoebox  
containing a tiny, disheveled 

creature with closed eyes and chest heaving  
rapidly. “We just found it under the tall  
mango tree with ants crawling on it. What  
do we do?” Realizing my friends knew even less  
than I about infant bird care, I scooped up the box and 
went straight home.
 
The famished nestling chirped pitifully as I frantically 
searched the web on the proper feeding of baby birds. 
After this basic self-education, I committed to do feedings 
every half hour for 12 hours daily. But with the protective 
membrane still covering its dark eyes, the critter couldn’t 
see the dropper of life-sustaining gruel and its beak was 
clamped as tightly as a clamshell. Prying open its beak 
with one hand while holding the feeding syringe with the 
other, I apologized profusely for the invasive but neces-
sary maneuver. 
 
I kept the box at my bedside to check on the baby a few 
times during the night. Its tiny chest rose and fell with 
each breath. I was filled with awe at the fierce survival 
instinct of this fragile creature. 
 
Force-feedings continued the next day, and then -- a mir-
acle! The bulging eyes opened, its mouth gaped, and from 
that point onward it gobbled down food like a greedy 
goldfish. Survival now seemed more likely and it was time 
to choose a name. “It might be a sparrow,” I thought, “but 
I don’t know if it’s a Jack or a Jill Sparrow. So, your name 
is JJ!” 
 
I assessed JJ’s injury from the initial fall. The left claw 

curled under, with toenails pointing upward and JJ kept  
       falling over, but he/she was alive! JJ and the mush- 
            filled eyedropper went everywhere with me for the  
              next six weeks. Bare patches of pink flesh slowly  
                      filled with downy feathers, and the little one  
                              was soon able to stand on the one good  
                                    leg. When JJ was strong enough, it  
   was time for weaning. JJ stayed home to eat seeds and 
fruit while I was out, but I still received a hero’s welcome 
whenever I walked in the door! 
 
A birder friend suggested I seek advice from Wild Bird 
Rehab Haven, a compassionate local nonprofit organiza-
tion. Their website is a valuable resource to guide those 
who’ve found an injured or baby wild bird, whether na-
tive or otherwise. 
 
I emailed photos of JJ and learned, “That’s not a sparrow, 
it’s a papaya finch!” I was referred to a bird rehabber with 
a back yard aviary for rescued finches. I knew my little 
feathered pal needed to be with its own kind. This kind 
woman gently held JJ and examined the malformed foot, 
then said JJ might not survive in the wild. She asked softly, 
“Do you want JJ to live in my aviary?” My eyes filled with 
tears, but I knew this was the best thing. “JJ needs to be 
with other birds,” I said. 
 
In that moment our journey together as rescuer and res-
cued had ended. In a rush of emotion, I realized that over 
the past few months my heart had opened in a new way. 
 
https://wildbirdrehabhaven.org

Calling all Kūpuna to Our
30th Anniversary Kūpuna Luncheon
Mālama Mānoa will be presenting our Kūpuna Luncheon in celebration of our 30th Anniversary, and once 
again honor our Valley’s cherished long-time residents. Our Kūpuna Luncheons have always been fun and 
informative celebrations.  This year’s luncheon promises to further this tradition and will be held on  
October 15, 2022. You qualify as a Mānoa Kūpuna if you have lived in Mānoa for 40 or more years and are  
65 years of age or older.  

We take great pleasure in honoring you with a delicious lunch, entertainment, door prizes and a nice  
program.  As a Kūpuna, you are treated to a complimentary lunch, and family and friends are welcome at  
a reasonable charge.

If you know of any Kūpuna who are not members of Mālama Mānoa and are not receiving our Newsletter, 
please call us at 988-6181 or email us at malamamanoa12@gmail.com and provide their name, phone  
number and address and we will send them their invitation.

Our next newsletter will include more details and a reservation form.  We look forward to seeing you there!



Don't Miss These Upcoming Events!
Stream Cleanup Day
• Saturday, April 23
• 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon
• Woodlawn Bridge (across from Longs)

Kamānele Park Cleaning
 • Saturday, July 16

Kūpuna Luncheon
• Saturday, October 15

1,000 Tree Giveaway
• November (TBD)

Annual General Membership Meeting
• November TBD

Community Calendar
Mālama Mānoa Board meetings and The Mānoa Neighborhood 
Board No. 7 are not holding in-person meetings until further notice. 

Mālama Mānoa Officers
President – Linda Legrande
Vice President – Vanessa Distajo
Recording Secretary – Arleen Garcia-Herbst
Treasurer – James Hasselman

Board of Directors
Veneeta Acson Kimie Hirabayashi
Gail Baron Kama Hopkins
Jess Braden Cruz Dale Moana Gilmartin
Tai Crouch Harry Spiegelberg
Thalya DeMott Kyle Tokuda
Andrew Garrett  Mark Tom
Dale Gilmartin JC Watson

Advisors
Lowell Angell Helen Nakano
Joyce Arizumi Audrey Tanaka
Kim Ku‘ulei Birnie Helen Taufaasau
Beryl Blaich   (Corresponding Secty.)
Mary Cooke Jean Trapido-Rosenthal
Joseph Ferraro Leslie Uptain
Tom Heinrich John Whalen
Barbara Lowe Scott Wilson
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Manoa Merchandise 

We have lovely Mālama Mānoa  
tote bags, hats, and shirts. We 
also have a new shipment of short 
sleeve, cotton T shirts! Call or 
email to check on inventory. All 
funds directly support Mālama 
Mānoa's community activities.  
Email malamamanoa12@gmail.
com or call 988-6181.

Malama Manoa


