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Manoa Historic Walking Tour Attracts Hundreds
by Lowell Angell and Linda Legrande

M

ore than 600 local
residents and visitors
meandered through the
College Hills subdivision, enjoying
its 1920s and 1930s homes on
a sunny Saturday morning, June
11. The tour began at Kamanele
Park, dedicated in 1915 by Queen
Lili‘uokalani. Each entrance ticket
included a 48-page illustrated
booklet containing well-researched
history of the valley along with
stories of past residents and
their contributions to Honolulu’s
history. Mānoa boasts the largest
number of houses currently listed
on the Hawai‘i Register of Historic
Places, and walkers strolled past
twenty-seven of them along the
shady streets of College Hills. As
an additional treat, the interiors of
nine houses were open for viewing.

Helen Gilbert exhibiting at
The Gallery at Hawaiian
Village Hotel, c. 1957

Walkers enjoy the beautiful tour route that led through Mid-Pacific Institute.

Among the many interesting houses
were these two, both on the Register:

The Wysard residence on Mālama
Place was built in 1932 in the Craftsman
Bungalow style, with a prominent
sloping roof and multi-pane windows.
Paul and Martha Wysard lived there
from 1933 to 1940. Mr. Wysard was
department manager for local building
firm Lewers & Cooke. In 1951, Fred
and Helen Gilbert bought the house.
Dr. Gilbert was medical director at
Straub Hospital, then called The Clinic;
his wife Helen was an acclaimed artist
who exhibited her works at mainland
and local galleries, including the
Honolulu Academy of Arts. The house
has been beautifully maintained by the
present owners.
Armstrong Manor, the historic
Guard residence on Armstrong Street,

MISSION STATEMENT

completed in 1939, is an imposing
two-story stone and stucco house in an
eclectic mix of styles, including Spanish
Revival, Craftsman and Art Deco. It was
built for Juliette Montague Atherton
Guard. Her sister, Laura Atherton
Morgan, lived in an equally large house
continued on page 3

Support the Manoa
Christmas Parade
• December 10, Saturday,
5:00 PM
• From Noelani School to
Mānoa Valley District Park
• Wear your elf clothes, bring
bells and a bag for candy
• Children and pets love the
Mānoa Parade, too!

Our Mission is to promote community; celebrate our cultural diversity and heritage;
and preserve, protect and enhance the special qualities of historic Manoa Valley.

President’s Corner
Mālama Mānoa is excited as we approach
our 25th year of service to the valley. And
we are excited by our recent board retreat
this summer, where we met to explore what
we have accomplished in our history as an
organization, and to define our focus as we
move into our
next 25 years.

I can remember
my own
parents,
Michael and
Spencer
Leineweber,
getting involved
in Mālama
Mānoa at its
inception, in
Eliza Lathrop
the fight
against the138 KV line that was proposed to
span the beautiful Wa‘ahila Ridge. It was a
moment in history that galvanized many valley
residents and helped define the vision that has
shaped Mālama Mānoa’s mission. That vision
embraces the unique elements that make this
valley special: our environment, the historic
character of our neighborhoods, and the many
special people who call this valley home.
We are always interested in hearing from you
and invite your participation especially as
we move forward this year. Monthly board
meetings are always open to the public, and
you are invited to keep in touch with ideas and
suggestions via phone and email, Facebook
and Instagram. We are exploring how to use
these various platforms to celebrate and share
what we do, and include more and more valley
residents in our activities.
Some activities, like our recent Historic Walk,
attract record-breaking numbers; we have
done them for years and they have become
cornerstones of our organization. Smaller,
more informal activities, like our hike up to
the top of Pu‘u Pia this past spring, involve
a more intimate group of explorers into our
beautiful valley. Participants learn about the
rich history and culture that surround us,
and the events are often family friendly.

What kind of adventures do you look forward
to? Let us know, and be in touch with ideas and
suggestions as we go!
Much aloha,
Eliza Lathrop
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Four Exciting Projects Funded by
Educational Grant Program
by Leslie Uptain

I

n July, Mālama Mānoa’s board once again had the honor of funding
worthy organizations via the Mālama Mānoa Educational Grant
program. This program began sixteen years ago with the purpose of
supporting projects that positively affect Mānoa Valley and its residents by
enhancing natural beauty and the environment or promoting community.
Grants are typically in the $1,000 to $2,000 range. This year after careful
review, conversations with applicants and a board vote, we had the pleasure
of granting gifts to four worthy applicants in support of exciting projects
benefitting the Mānoa community. Recipients this year include Mānoa
Heritage Center, ‘Ōhi‘a Legacy Initiative, University of Hawai‘i, and YMCA
Atherton.

Mānoa Heritage Center is expanding the garden surrounding the Visitor
Education Hale to deepen understanding and raise awareness of how plants
function in Hawaiian culture. A UH Mānoa graduate class will use the funds
to expand an interactive app highlighting public art in Mānoa. The ‘Ōhi‘a
Legacy Initiative has a goal of planting ‘ōhi‘a trees at 50% of Mānoa homes.
YMCA Atherton plans to start a farming program that grows healthy produce
and medicinal plants in partnership with the Kumuola Foundation.
To find out more about Mānoa Heritage Center: call 808-988-1287 or visit
www.manoaheritagecenter.org. For the UH Mānoa app, type “Manoa Public
Art” into the search box at the app store for Android or Apple products to
begin using this fun and educational app. If you would like to learn more
about having ‘ōhi‘a planted in your yard, visit www.ohialegacy.org or call
351-0607. YMCA Atherton is located at 1810 University Avenue and offers
many enriching programs for our community; call 946-0253. We encourage
you to join us in supporting these organizations.
Mālana Mānoa is proud to partner with these organizations and looks
forward to the positive results of their worthwhile projects. It is our hope
that these projects will be greatly enjoyed by Mānoa residents and visitors.

Retreat Honors Past and Inspires Future
by Helen Nakano & Eliza Lathrop

O

n August 18th the Mālama
Mānoa Board and a group of
dedicated advisors met for
our first board retreat since 2010 to
reflect on our past work, and continue
defining how to manifest our mission

Joe Ferraro shared the work of a special
board committee formed in the early '90s,
which was dedicated to making Ma-noa
a Special Design District. Although the
measure didn't pass, important research
and information came out of the effort.

as we move into the 21st century. The
evening was filled with presentations
providing valuable historic context,
and conversations focused on inspired
planning for the future.

documents, publications, and material
from our vast archives.

A highlight of the evening for much
of the board was the historical
presentation provided by advisors Joe
Ferraro, Kim Ku’ulei Birnie, and Tom
Heinrich. Each advisor presented on
elements that have shaped our vision,
the origins of our work, and the passion
for this valley that brought Mālama
Mānoa together. Founding officers Mary
Cooke and Helen Nakano coordinated
this valuable element and shared a
fascinating collection of historical

Past president and current board
member Joyce Arizumi commented
that there was “great input” from
everyone at the “super retreat.” Her
thoughts were shared by incoming
board member Tai Crouch who was
happy to “get complete history…from
people who conceived the concept,” and
board member Audrey Tanaka summed
it up for most folks in the room, “We are
inspired to carry on with the vision of
Mālama Mānoa!”

Under the skilled leadership of Leslie
Uptain, Vice-President, the board
spent much of the evening revisiting
the goals of the 2010-2015 Strategic
plan: to Build Organizational Capacity
and Provide Stewardship of Mānoa’s
Physical and Social Environments. The
board focused on refining the objectives
of the Strategic Plan with an emphasis
on achieving these goals as we move
into our third decade of service to the
valley.

Historic Walking Tour continued from page 1

All attendees agreed with Board
President Eliza Lathrop, who
spearheaded the effort, that the retreat
provided a much-needed opportunity to
reflect on our mission, learn from each
other, bond more fully as a group, and
refine the vision that will continue to
inspire our future. As Mālama Mānoa's
25th anniversary approaches in 2017,
the board looks forward to continuing
the good work begun all those years
ago. Over the next several meetings we
will further define our objectives for
the next five years and develop ways to
implement our strategic goals.

next door. A later owner of the Guard
house was John Chamberlain, who
invented the Bendix automatic washing
machine. The house is now owned by
Mid-Pacific Institute and it is adjacent
to their campus.

By all accounts, the walkers enjoyed art
and architecture plus social and cultural
histories of this unique area of Mānoa
Valley. Please plan to join us on our next
historic tour in 2019!

Ma-lama Place residence of Paul and
Martha Wysard, former home of Helen
and Dr. Fred Gilbert, is listed on the
Hawai‘i Register of Historic Places.
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Community Events at Manoa Library
by Christel Collins

W

e hope you are encouraged to
participate in these upcoming
events in celebration of the continuing
partnership between Mānoa Library and Mālama
Mānoa. Join many dedicated members of our
community in a variety of activities. We look
forward to seeing you there!
Friends of Mānoa Library Annual meeting
Wednesday, October 19, 6:00 PM
Mānoa Library Meeting Room
The purpose of the Friends of Mānoa Library
is to support the library and improve its
services and resources. Membership is free
and registration forms are available at the
library. See the Friends’ Facebook Page for
current activities: https://www.facebook.com/
FriendsOfManoaLibrary/

With so many book choices at Ma-noa Library’s annual book sale, you’ll be sure to

Library Garden Workday
leave with your hands full!
Saturday, December 3, 8:00 AM to 12 NOON
Big Spring Book Sale
Bring hats, weeding implements, kneeling pads, gloves and
Saturday March 18, 2017,10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
shovels. Water and snacks provided. Park in the library parking
Sunday March 19, 2017, 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
lot. This cleanup is for pulling weeds, grass and invasive species,
Sponsored by Friends of Mānoa Library
and also for spreading mulch.

Did you know that you can donate materials at any time of the year to the
Friends of Mānoa Library? Call the library at 988-0459 for details.

Let us know!

Where would you like to see Mālama Mānoa focus our energies in the coming years?
Leave us a voicemail with your thoughts at 988-6181 or email to malamamanoa12@gmail.com
facebook.com/malamamanoa

The Mālama Mānoa Newsletter is
published two times per year.

Mālama Mānoa
2016 All Rights Reserved
P.O. Box 61961 • Honolulu, HI 96839
www.malamamanoa.org
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George Arizumi briefs volunteers before they head out to clean Ma-noa Stream.

Stream Cleanup with Malama Manoa by Joyce & George Arizumi

T

his year we will be celebrating “Make a Difference Month"
in conjunction with the City & County’s island-wide
Adopt-a-Stream program on Saturday, October 29.

Mālama Mānoa’s Stream cleanup team will meet at the Woodlawn
Drive Bridge across from Longs Drugs in Mānoa at 10:00 AM to start
the cleanup and will finish around 12 NOON. Please wear covered-toe
shoes. Mālama Mānoa will provide gloves and trash bags. If you have
a group, please advise us of the number of volunteers in your group
before the date.

Mālama Mānoa appreciates all volunteers willing to make a difference
in our community. We have been working with the City and County of
Honolulu for 18 years and our volunteers continue to find great value in
keeping our Mānoa Stream clear of as much debris as we possibly can.
Our last scheduled stream cleanup on July 16 was cancelled due to
inclement weather and the possibility of flash flooding. No flooding
happened, but we are always going to take precautions.

For those interested or groups who wish to participate, please contact
Mālama Mānoa board member and stream cleanup coordinator George
at 988-5069.

NOTICE

To update your contact information, receive a paperless newsletter and
email updates between newsletters, or to be removed from the Mālama
Mānoa mailing list:
Please e-mail us at: malamamanoa12@gmail.com or leave a message
at 988-6181. MAHALO!

Hauling up the rubbish for pick-up at the half-way point.
MALAMA MANOA NEWSLETTER – SEPTEMBER 2016
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Find the Art! by Dr. Brett Oppegaard, 2015 & 2016 Mālama Mānoa Grant Recipient

B

efore Pokemon Go,
Mālama Mānoa
was investing in
location-based mobile
media through a grant
provided to me and my
graduate class at the
University of Hawai‘i.
This grant, as part of the
Mālama Mānoa Educational Endowment Fund,
paid the programming
costs to convert an existing set of computer code
into the Mānoa Public Art
app.

Students in my Communication 691 course on
Locative Journalism in Fall
2015 took this opportunity and were tasked over
the course of the school
You’ll find this beautiful opening page of the app
History and the modern experience come together
term to deeply explore the when you begin your exploration of the public art
in the app developed by Dr. Oppegaard and his
potential of interactive
in Ma-noa.
students, funded by Ma-lama Ma-noa.
media tailored to place.
We are thrilled to receive continuing support through the
During the semester-long seminar, these students learned
Mālama Mānoa Educational Endowment Fund for expanding
about locative media, talked to prominent scholars in this
the project during the 2016-2017
field and created their own designs. They sought to combine
term. This semester, the app will
location-awareness in mobile technologies with public art on
move beyond the UH campus to
the UH Mānoa campus, in a journalistic context. The designs
other gathering places in Mānoa,
developed by students included six artistic experiences,
which were rigorously field-tested by the students. They have such as Punahou School and Midsince been implemented into the free, public app available for Pacific Institute. Happy hunting!
Apple and Android platforms.

@malamamanoa

Malama Manoa

Merchandise
Questions?
Did you see the Mālama Mānoa
tote bags and limited edition
printed hats at our last event?
Call or email to check on stock.
All funds directly support
Mālama Mānoa community
activities. Malamamanoa12@
gmail.com or 988-6181
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Fully Renovated!

1,000 Tree Giveaway

Crowds line up early at the Ma-noa Valley Recreation Center for the triennial 1,000 Tree
Giveaway on April 24, 2016.

Boy Scout Troop #1 worked hard to manage the
mud from early morning Ma-noa rains!

Left to right: Volunteers Helen Taufaasau,
Celia Kim and Vanessa Distaldo sign in
helpers for the giveaway.

Members of Ma-lama Ma-noa and the Ma-noa Branch of the Outdoor Circle partnered
for the giveaway.

Foodland Give Aloha Program
Mālama Mānoa is again pleased to participate in Foodland's annual GIVE ALOHA program. This
generous community project started on September 1 and ends on September 30. For this month,
when you go to Foodland to make a purchase, you can easily donate to Mālama Mānoa. Foodland
will forward your donations to us as well as a matching percentage of Foodland and Western Union
Foundation's donation up to $300,000.

Simply show your Maika'i Card and mention that your donation is for Mālama Mānoa or give our
code number #77651. A donation can be made up to $249 per person, at any Foodland, Sack N Save
or Foodland Farms.
Be sure to save your receipt and send it in to Mālama Mānoa, P.O. Box 61961, Honolulu, HI 96839,
so that we can thank you. Foodland gives us your donation, date and store, but not your name.
This is a good chance for members who have not yet contributed to do so before the end of
September. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

September 1 - 30
Foodland Give
Aloha Program
Mālama Mānoa
#77651
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Don’t miss these upcoming events!
Friends of Mānoa Library Annual Meeting
Wednesday, October 19, 6:00 PM
Mānoa Public Library

Library Garden Workday

Saturday, December 3, 8:00 AM - 12 NOON
Mānoa Public Library

Mānoa Christmas Parade

Saturday, December 10, 5:00 PM
Noelani School to Mānoa Valley District Park

Mālama Mānoa Officers

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

President – Eliza Lathrop
Vice President – Leslie Uptain
Secretary – Helen Taufaasau
Treasurer – James Hasselman

Mālama Mānoa Board Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the month,
and the public is welcome. Most meetings are held at Mānoa Valley Church,
2728 Huapala St., Multipurpose Room on the second floor. To confirm location leave
a message at 988-6181.

Board of Directors

October 12, Wednesday, 6:00-8:00 PM, Mālama Mānoa Board Meeting *

Lowell Angell
George Arizumi
Joyce Arizumi
Vi Coito
Bernice Fielding
Sarah Hudgins

Advisors

Kim Ku’ulei Birnie
Beryl Blaich
Mary Cooke
Duncan Dempster
Joseph Ferraro
Tom Heinrich
Linda Legrande
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Janice Marsters
Morgan Nixon
Clayton Pang
Audrey Tanaka
Amy Tyson

The Mānoa Neighborhood Board No. 7 usually meets on the first Wednesday of the
month at Noelani Elementary School, 7 PM. To confirm, please contact K. Russell Ho at
the Neighborhood Commission Office, kho4@honolulu.gov or ph. 768-3715.

October 19, Wednesday, 6:00 PM, Annual Meeting, Friends of Mānoa Library
Mānoa Library Meeting Room
October 29, Saturday, 10:00 AM-12 NOON, Stream Cleanup
Woodlawn Drive Bridge across from Longs Drugs

November 9, Wednesday, 6:00-8:00 PM, Mālama Mānoa Board Meeting *

December 3, Saturday, 8:00 AM to 12 NOON, Library Garden Workday, Mānoa Public Library

No MM board meeting in December

Barbara Lowe
William Murtagh
Helen Nakano
Jean Trapido-Rosenthal
John Whalen
Scott Wilson
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December 10, Saturday, 5:00 PM, Mānoa Christmas Parade
Noelani School to Mānoa Valley District Park

January 11, 2017, Wednesday, 6:00-8:00 PM, Mālama Mānoa Board Meeting *
February 8, Wednesday, 6:00-8:00 PM, Mālama Mānoa Board Meeting *
March 8, Wednesday, 6:00-8:00 PM, Mālama Mānoa Board Meeting *
March 18, Saturday, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
March 19, Sunday, 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Big Spring Book Sale, sponsored by Friends of Mānoa Library
Mānoa Public Library
* Please confirm location

