
O ur valley is blessed 
with a variety of 
fruiting, flowering, 

and shade providing trees.  
Many of them are long-time, 
cherished Mānoa residents. 
But did you know that twenty 
individual trees have an of-
ficial designation? These are 
the “Exceptional Trees” of 
Mānoa and the topic of our 
upcoming Fall General Mem-
bership meeting on Monday, 
November 2 at Mānoa Valley 
District Park. 

Ms. Joshlyn Sand, Chair of the 
Mayor’s Arborist Advisory 
Committee (AAC) on Excep-
tional Trees, will speak on 
Honolulu’s Exceptional Tree 
Program, a community-based 
program which celebrates and  
protects our island’s most majestic 
and historic trees.

Joshlyn will show photos of Excep-
tional Trees located in Mānoa and 
across O‘ahu. She will discuss the 
steps to nominate your favorite 
tree, explain the committee review 
process and share criteria required 
for nominated trees being consid-
ered for the designation. 

Following Joshlyn’s presentation, 
Mike McFarlane, President of the 
Outdoor Circle, will speak about its 
online map of all the Exceptional 
Trees in the state of Hawai‘i.  
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Manoa's Living Legacy:  The Exceptional Trees in Your Backyard 

The easily accessible tool has a wealth 
of information. Visit http://tinyurl.com/
o3gs5x5 for a preview. 

In response to rapid development 
causing destruction of many of the 
state’s exceptional trees, the Hawai‘i 
State Legislature passed Act 105, The 
Exceptional Tree Act, in 1975. The act 
highlights the value of trees for their 
beauty and crucial ecological functions. 
Each county is required to establish an 
Arborist Advisory Committee, which 
enacts regulations to protect trees of 
exceptional importance. 

We look forward to seeing you at the 
Multipurpose Room of Mānoa District 

Park at 7 PM on November 2! Mālama 
Mānoa will provide light refreshments. 
Parking is available at the large lot off of 
Mānoa Road.

Indian Banyan (Ficus benghalensis) at Ala Moana Park.

Malama Manoa Fall  
Membership Meeting

Manoa's Living Legacy:  
The Exceptional Trees  
in Your Backyard

Monday, November 2, 7 PM
Mānoa Valley District Park
Multipurpose Room,
Makai side of the new gym 



President’s Corner
It was with profound sadness that I marked the 
passing of my mom, Spencer Leineweber, this  
summer. A long-time member, board member,  
and advisor to Mālama Mānoa, mom worked to 

preserve the 
character of our 
beautiful val-
ley. She deeply 
appreciated the 
history held in the 
historic buildings 
across our islands. 
She was a woman 
dedicated to the 
preservation of 
so much of our 
island's history, a 

history carried in its houses, and in the stories they 
told.  We lost a true gift with her passing.

In continuing to honor her legacy and legacies like 
hers, Mālama Mānoa's mission remains focused on 
celebrating and preserving this rich history carried 
in our valley.  Our work is dedicated to the people, 
places, and resources that make our valley such a 
special place. Although we mark their contribu-
tions formally in various ways, I hope that the 
people of our valley will make time to recognize 
the special quality of our valley each day, in small 
ways with aloha and mālama pono. 

'O ke kahua ma mua, ma hope ke kukulu.   
The foundation first, then the building. We hope 
you will join us in continuing to build from the 
foundation that so many before us have made and 
honor their work in the good we work to do.

Mahalo,
Eliza Lathrop

To update your contact information, receive a paperless 
newsletter and email updates between newsletters, or 
to be removed from the Mālama Mānoa mailing list:

Please e-mail us at: malamamanoa12@gmail.com
or leave a message at 988-6181.  MAHALO!

NOTICE
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Eliza Lathrop

2015 Education Grants  
Support the Mission
by Leslie Uptain

In July, Mālama Mānoa’s board had the pleasure and honor of  
supporting worthy organizations with the Mālama Mānoa  
Education Grant Program. The grant program started in the year 
2000 with the purpose of supporting projects that positively affect 
Mānoa Valley and its residents by enhancing natural beauty and 
environment or promoting community. Grants are typically in the 
$1,000 - $2,000 range. This year we had four worthy applicants 
and after careful review, the board was able to grant all applicants 
with gifts to support exciting projects benefiting the Mānoa com-
munity. Recipients this year include Mānoa Japanese Language 
School, Mānoa Valley Theatre, Boy Scout Troop 33, and University 
of Hawai‘i. The projects include advancement of Mānoa Japanese 
Language School cultural programs, Mānoa Valley Theatre’s  
Community Outreach program, Eagle Scout Andrew Okamoto’s 
work to make needed repairs at Mānoa Japanese Language School, 
and a UH graduate class project to create an app detailing the public 
art on campus. Mālama Mānoa is proud to partner with these  
community organizations and looks forward to the positive results 
of their worthwhile projects. It is our hope that these projects will 
be greatly enjoyed by Mānoa residents and visitors.

Mānoa Complex
Fall Fair
• November 20, 2015
• 5:30-7:30 PM
• Mānoa Valley District Park Gyms
• Free Carnival-type Games and  
 Refreshments for children  
• For more information,  
 please call 988-0580.



o one likes to see a tree come down, especially  
a 100 year old giant.  But the chain saws were 
buzzing recently at Lyon Arboretum as Phase I of 

the arboretum’s Albizia Removal Plan was being completed. 
Phase II begins this fall. When complete, twenty-four of the 
oldest and tallest Albizia trees in the state will have been 
removed.

While walking through the giant stumps recently, I couldn’t 
help but feel a deep sadness.  Surely they aren’t so bad, only 
describable as invasive, dangerous weeds.  Can’t we find a 
way to honor these trees, respect them, even though their 
job is over?

In the early 20th century nearly 140,000 seeds were distrib-
uted throughout the islands to combat widespread defor-
estation and a rapidly decreasing watershed.  According to 
Carl Evensen, Lyon Arboretum director, these self-sustaining 
trees offered a quick solution by reducing erosion, which the 
island so desperately needed.   Native trees were not up to 
the challenge of restoring the ecological damage caused by 
human development.  But Albizia was a champion.

Today Albizia has become so prolific that it poses economic, 
ecological and cultural concerns.  With sustainability always 
on our minds, could these challenges be turned into oppor-
tunities? Could the wood be used as a local building re-
source?  Local materials are very hard to come by and would 
be a welcome option for designers using the LEED program 
for sustainable design.  Albizia has many uses including 
veneer, furniture, pallets, pulp for paper, charcoal, and even 

N
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Falling Giants: An Ode to Albizia by Amy Tyson

fuel for HPower. A full list can be viewed at www.cabi.org.  

Albizia has played an important role in the history of the  
forests of Hawai‘i and did a steadfast job of restoring the 
forests on many Pacific Islands.  Now that their job is done, 
can we honor them with a new life?  And if a local industry for 
processing these trees is out of reach, then let us at least say a 
little prayer of gratitude at the stumps of these giants, whose 
purpose has been served.

The author atop the remains of a downed Albizia at Lyon Arboretum.

E

Na Wahi Pana ‘O Manoa by Kim Ku‘ulei Birnie

Ka‘aipu and Keaulana

arly on  the area near the  
five-point intersection of O‘ahu, 
Mānoa and Lowrey streets 

sloping toward the flat center of the 
valley was known as Ka‘aipū.  The eat-
ing together is one translation; another 
(Thrum) is rolling calabash.  The land 
division, or ‘ili, was so named for a large 
pōhaku, a four foot long stone, with two 
openings, or mouths, under which lived 
a benevolent female deity.  The pōhaku 
was said to have been removed to Kalihi 
then to Nu‘uanu, while Ka‘aipū Avenue 
still connects the two sides of the valley.  

Kala‘i was a cave above Salvation Army 
where gods rested.  Kamehameha III 

had a summer home where the tea 
room is now.

Keaulana was a nearby kalo farmer.  By 
demonstrating that he had been living 
and growing kalo since at least 1835, 
his wife, Kaili-ulaula, was awarded 
a land grant in the ‘ili of “Kaipu” in 
1852. Keaulana’s lands were inherited 
by Nāholowa‘a, perhaps his daughter.  
When many lo‘i of Mānoa were being 
converted to rice fields, Nāholowa‘a 
continued cultivating kalo, fed by 
nutrient-rich fingers of Mānoa Stream. 
The area near Five Corners then came 
to be known as Keaulana, after the kalo 
farmer. 
 

Nāholowa‘a gave birth to daughter 
Kananamālie in a grass house at Keau-
lana, and later hanai’d her granddaugh-
ter Kamakakaulani, or Maka.  Maka 
married George Woolsey, and together 
they maintained the lo‘i she inherited 
from Naholowa‘a in 1894 and founded 
Woolsey Poi Factory in 1909.

In March 1923, a cataclysmic storm 
dumped 11 inches of rain in as many 
hours, loosened boulders and mud 
from the slopes of Ualaka‘a and Kākea, 
wiping out the pondfields of Keaulana.  
The Woolsey Poi Factory closed, but the 
‘ohā, offspring, of Keaulana remain.S
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Resolution on Paradise Park Plan
the community and the owners of Paradise Park. With 
the information obtained, Mālama Mānoa established 
a resolution on Paradise Park. To see the resolution, 
please visit our website:
http://malamaomanoa.org/historic-preservation-
manoa/paradise-park-resolution/

The Mālama Mānoa Newsletter is  
published two times per year.

Mālama Mānoa 
2015 All Rights Reserved
P.O. Box 61961 • Honolulu, HI 96839
www.malamamanoa.org

The mission of Mālama Mānoa is to promote community; 
celebrate our cultural diversity and heritage; and preserve, 
protect, and enhance the special qualities of historic Mānoa 
Valley. With this in mind, Mālama Mānoa has spent the last 
few months listening to concerned residents of the Mānoa 
Valley community and collecting information from both 

Once again, we will be celebrating "MAKE A  
DIFFERENCE MONTH” in conjunction with the City 
& County's Adopt-a-
Stream program.  This 
takes place island-wide 
in October/November.  

This year Mālama 
Mānoa will be having 
its stream cleanup on 
Saturday, November 
14. We welcome and 
greatly appreciate 
volunteers willing to 
make a difference in 
our community.  

Please meet at the 
Woodlawn Drive  
Bridge across from 

Longs Drugs in Mānoa at 10:00 AM to start the  
clean-up.  Expect to finish around 12 NOON.   

Volunteers are  
required to wear 
covered-toe shoes.  
Mālama Mānoa will 
provide gloves and 
trash bags.  If you 
are bringing a group, 
please contact George 
Arizumi with the 
number of volunteers 
in your group prior to 
the date.

Mālama Mānoa  
Contact:  George at 
988-5069.

Stream Cleanup with Malama Manoa by Joyce Arizumi

Volunteers get down and dirty to keep our stream clean.

facebook.com/malamamanoa
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Join the Mānoa 
Christmas Parade
•  Saturday, December 12, 2015

•  Parade starts at 5 PM

• Wear your elfiest outfit and walk with  
 Mālama Mānoa in the parade

• Email Thalya at 
 malamamanoa12@gmail.com or call  
 808-988-6181 to let us know you’ll join us!

n Saturday, September 19th Mālama Mānoa held a 
luncheon to celebrate our valley’s Kūpuna.  The event 
was well attended and enjoyed by all at the St. Piux X 

Church Hall on Lowrey Avenue.  

Kūpuna, those who have lived in Mānoa for 30 or more years 
and are 65 years of age or older, were honored by Mālama 
Mānoa and their family and friends. Kūpuna received lei cre-
ated with love by the Lei Ladies at Lyon Arboretum,  saw a 
performance by the UH Music Department’s Tahitian dancers, 
and shared in a talk story about the notable lives of three well 
known Mānoa Kūpuna no longer with us: Amelia Bailey, David 
“Pop” Eldredge II, and William S. Richardson. 

Amelia Ana Kaopua Bailey was loved as a lei maker and 
teacher, Punahou School costume director and homemaker. 
David “Pop” Eldredge II was head of maintenance for Mānoa 
Recreation Center, built the community's first baseball field and 
was the “father” of Mānoa baseball. Pop was also known and 

O

Kupuna Luncheon – Mo‘olelo o Manoa by Leslie Uptain

loved as the unofficial "Mayor of Mānoa.” William S.  
Richardson served as the Chief Justice of the Hawai‘i State  
Supreme Court from 1966 to 1982, was chairman of the 
Hawai‘i Democratic Party from 1956 to 1962, and was lieu-
tenant governor under Governor John Burns. The University 
of Hawai'i law school is named in Richardson's honor.

Mahalo to all who attended and made the event so special. 
Mālama Mānoa takes great pleasure in honoring our valley’s 
Kūpuna and looks forward to the next luncheon.

Kupuna couple Jacques and Dr. Jane Moulin with their goodie bags.

Kupuna Lorene and James Leong with Malama Manoa member 
Thalya DeMott display their door prizes.



fter the heat of the summer, many valley residents  
   are looking forward to winter rains and cooler  
      temperatures. Mānoa's rains are invaluable to 

valley gardeners, for folks looking to conserve our island 
drinking water, and for anyone who would be happy with a 
lower water bill.

By situating a rain barrel at the base of a gutter down-spout, 
valley residents can collect and reuse rain water that runs off 
home rooftops. This precious resource can easily be directed 
toward garden beds and other plantings.  

Rain barrels are a practical option for families seeking to con-
serve water.  The Board of Water Supply notes that "up to 600 
gallons of water can be collected from just one inch of rain on 
a 1,000 square foot rooftop," pointing out that "not only will 
the use of potable drinking water be reduced, but also the 
total amount on your water bill."

The Board of Water supply is offering a Rain Barrel Water 
Catchment workshop on October 24th, and registration opens 
October 6th. If you can't make that date, there are many on-
line resources that offer step-by-step instructions for those 
interested in a simple, but significant project for your home. 
Visit their website for more information, http://www.hbws.
org/cssweb/
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Rainbarrels Save More Than Water by Eliza Lathrop

SAVE THE DATE!  June 11, 2016
Historic Mānoa Walking Tour!  by Linda Legrande

“No hotels, taverns, tenement houses, saloons, sana-
toriums, asylums, poor houses, prisons, poi factories, 
slaughter houses, livery stables, foundries, smithys, 
tin shops, tannerys, distilleries, soap factories …” 
These were just some of the restricted covenants that 
came with the purchase of a 15,000-20,000 sq. ft. lot in 
1899 in the brand new College Hills subdivision.  Many 
of the lots have since been further subdivided.  You may 
find a saloon or two, but the envisioned ambience of 
the historic Mānoa valley subdivision remains intact. 
Mālama Mānoa invites you to enjoy the history and the 
homes during our next Historic Mānoa Walking Tour, 
Saturday, June 11, 2016 from 8:00 AM to 12 NOON.  The 
self-guided tour will begin at Kamanele Park and follow 
the streets, places and ways of College Hills.  Details are 
forthcoming on our website and Spring Newsletter.   
For more information email:  Linda Legrande at  
lindalegrande2243@gmail.com

Immediate Past President of Ma-lama Ma-noa, Pat Chung, stands in 
her yard with her rain barrel.

This Tudor Revival Cottage was built about 1930 and is on the 
Hawai‘i State Register of Historic Places.

A
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A Kama‘āina Professional for  
your next real estate move.

Sharon Au, Principal Broker 
(808) 733-0722  |  au@popaloha.com

A Kama‘āina Professional for  
your next real estate move.

Sharon Au, Principal Broker 
(808) 733-0722  |  au@popaloha.com

Vintage Home & 
green SpecialiSt

Vintage Home & 
green SpecialiSt

Real Estate Professional for 30 years
(License RB-14292)

Real Estate Professional for 30 years
(License RB-14292)
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‘Ulu Amazes by Helen Nakano

verything you ever wanted to know about bread-
fruit filled the program this past April at the Spring 
General Membership Meeting. Members were 

treated to a lively evening of food, speakers and story at the 
Mānoa Branch Public Library. 

Before the program, guests were treated to samples of ono 
‘ulu in burgers, an exotic stew, curry, salads and unbeliev-
ably delicious pie. The treats were created and donated 
by chefs Heidi Bornhorst, Lloyd Evers, Fenton Lee, Becky 
Ebisu, Christian Coito, Maile Kamisugi, Penelope Hazzard, 
and Helen Nakano.  The food disappeared, and recipes were 
traded.

Dynamic master storyteller Moses Goods set the mood by 
relating the legend of the God Kū and How the ‘Ulu Tree Came 
to Be.   Heidi Bornhorst, well-known horticulturalist, arborist 
and Star Advertiser columnist, followed with tips on creating 
food secure communities in Hawai’i by planting ‘ulu in their 
yards. Craig Elevitch, Director of Agroforestry Net and  
co-author of several books on ‘ulu, was the final guest 
speaker. He is an authority on creating abundant, resilient 
food sources and works closely with the ‘Ulu Initiative of the 
Breadfruit Institute of the National Tropical Botanical Garden. 
The initiative holds as its mission to feed millions in 32 coun-
tries from Pacific nations to Africa. Here in Hawai‘i over 8,000 
plants have found homes through this program.

To close the evening, Bruce Keaulani and Kehaulani Lum  
generously distributed keiki ‘ulu plants. The demand  
overwhelmed the supply. If you wish to obtain an ‘ulu of  
your own please contact Bruce and Kehaulani at the Living 
Life Source Foundation, 808-988-1281.

Organizer Helen Nakano led a cheer, ”E ‘Ulu, e ola; e ‘ulu, e ola!“

Craig Elevitch gave an encouraging talk at the Spring  
Membership Meeting.
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Don’t miss these upcoming events!

Fall General Membership Meeting
November 2, Monday, 7:00-9:00 PM
Program: Exceptional Trees of Hawai‘i 
Mānoa Valley District Park, Multipurpose Room

Stream Cleanup
November 14, Saturday, 10:00 AM- 12 NOON
Woodlawn Drive Bridge across from Longs Drugs

 
Mānoa Holiday Parade

December 12, Saturday 5:00 PM
Mānoa Christmas Parade

Malama Manoa
P.O. Box 61961
Honolulu HI 96839

Malama Manoa

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Mālama Mānoa Board meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the month, 
and the public is welcome. Most meetings are held at Mānoa Valley Church,  
2728 Huapala St., Multipurpose Room on the second floor.  Leave a message at 
988-6181 to confirm location. 

The Mānoa Neighborhood Board No. 7 usually meets on the first Wednesday of the 
month at Noelani Elementary School, 7 PM.  To confirm, please contact K. Russell 
Ho at the Neighborhood Commission Office, kho4@honolulu.gov or 768-3715.
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October 14, Wednesday, 6:00-8:00 PM 
Mālama Mānoa Board Meeting (Please confirm location)

November 2, Monday, 7:00-9:00 PM 
Mālama Mānoa Fall Membership Meeting 
Program: Exceptional Trees of Hawai‘i 
Mānoa Valley District Park Multipurpose Room

November 14, Saturday, 10:00 AM- 12 NOON 
Stream Cleanup 
Woodlawn Drive Bridge across from Longs Drugs

December 12, Saturday 5:00 PM 
Mānoa Christmas Parade

January 13, Wednesday, 6:00-8:00 PM 
Mālama Mānoa Board Meeting (Please confirm location)

February 10, Wednesday, 6:00-8:00 PM 
Mālama Mānoa Board Meeting (Please confirm location)


